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Incarceration vs. education: America spends more on its
prison system than it does on public schools – and
California is the worst

Most American states spend more on their prisons than they do on education - and California is the worst,
investing $64,642 per prisoner compared to $11,495 per student - a $53,146 difference in spending priorities
The reasons include an incarceration rate that has tripled over the past three decades, the higher cost of
caring for people in prisons 24 hours a day, and the higher number of workers required to operate a prison
New York, Connecticut, New Jersey and Rhode Island round out the top states spending more on prisons 

By VALERIE BAUMAN SOCIAL AFFAIRS REPORTER FOR DAILYMAIL.COM
PUBLISHED: 18:24 EDT, 25 October 2018 | UPDATED: 18:40 EDT, 25 October 2018

The U.S. spends more on prisons and jails than it does on educating children – and 15 states spend at least
$27,000 more per prisoner than they do per student, according to a new report.

Americans account for 4.4 percent of the global population, but 22 percent of the world’s prison population.

California spends $8.6 billion a year on its prison system, more than any other state, averaging $64,642 per
inmate. It’s also the state with the biggest gap between education and prison spending, paying just $11,495 per
student for a difference of $53,146, according to a new analysis by personal finance site GoBankingRates.

Several factors play into the imbalance, including U.S. incarceration rates, which have more than tripled over the
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Several factors play into the imbalance, including U.S. incarceration rates, which have more than tripled over the
past three decades – even as crime rates have fallen. During the same period, government spending on K-12
education increased by 107 percent, according to a report by the U.S. Department of Education.

The U.S. spends more on prisons and jails than it does on educating children – and 15 states spend at least $27,000 more per
prisoner than they do per student. This map breaks down the spending for those states, per student and per inmate, plus the
difference between the two figures

Another factor in the spending gap between education and incarceration is that it takes more workers to run a
prison than a school, with each American teacher supervising an average of 20.8 students, while prison guards
oversee an average of 5.3 prisoners.

In addition, it costs more to house and feed prisoners three times a day, compared to school children who do not
require the same 24-hour oversight.

While it may seem that prison spending and education spending are disparate, experts have drawn correlations
between the two.
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between the two.

For example, about 66 percent of state prison inmates haven’t graduated high school, and young black men aged
20-24 without a high school diploma are more likely to be in jail or prison than they are to have a job, according to
the U.S. Department of Education.

New York had the second-largest gap between per student and per prisoner costs – and spends more on each
than any other state. Spending per student in New York is $22,366, compared to the $69,355 it invests per inmate,
for a difference of $46,989.

Connecticut follows, with a $43,202 gap between its $18,957 spending per student and $43,201 per inmate costs.

New Jersey narrowly ranks fourth, with a $43,201 gap between per student spending ($18,402) and per inmate
expenditures ($61,603).

Rhode Island lands in fifth place, with a $43,033 gap when comparing per student spending ($15,531) to costs per
inmate ($58,564).

Vermont ranked sixth, with a $39,742 gap between per student ($17,872) and per inmate ($57,614)
spending. Massachusetts followed with a $39,578 gap comparing per student ($15,592) and per inmate (57,614)
spending.

With a gap of $35,124, Alaska ranked eighth, spending $17,509 per student and $55,170 per inmate. Oregon came
in ninth, with a $33,180 gap between spending per student (10,841) and per inmate ($44,021).

Maryland came in tenth, with a $30,396 gap between per prisoner ($44,601) and education ($14,205) spending.

Colorado ranked eleventh ($29,729), followed by Minnesota ($28,985), Pennsylvania ($27,310) and Wisconsin
($27,188).

New Mexico rounds out the top 15, with a $27,140 difference between education ($9,692) and prison ($36,832)
spending.
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Renter, 48, is charged with battery after he put his elderly landlord in a headlock and scratched his
face after being told he 'took too many showers

Shocking moment men climb out of a manhole in the middle of traffic in the US border town of El
Paso sparking fears migrants are finding new ways to enter the country

  Sponsored Links 

Dr. Marty

Gundry MD Total Restore Supplement

Showtime

3 Warning Signs Your Dog Is Crying For Help

US Cardiologist: It's Like a Pressure Wash for Your Insides

Try It Free. Stream The Wu-Tang Clan Doc Only On SHOWTIME.

  View all

  View all

 Comments 76
Share what you think

The views expressed in the contents above are those of our users and do not necessarily reflect the views of MailOnline.

Newest Oldest Best rated Worst rated

The comments below have not been moderated.

We are no longer accepting comments on this article.

News

Man charged with murder after he 'raped his 8-month-old daughter then led cops to her body
floating face-down in a cemetery pond after they found him walking naked on a road'

Loading...

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7136025/Mary-Maxs-2million-jewelry-collection-used-carry-paper-bag-missing.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7135971/Renter-48-charged-battery-elderly-landlord-headlock.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7135971/Renter-48-charged-battery-elderly-landlord-headlock.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7134861/Shocking-moment-men-climb-manhole-middle-traffic-border-town-El-Paso.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7134861/Shocking-moment-men-climb-manhole-middle-traffic-border-town-El-Paso.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailymail-us&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed-3X1:desktop-Desktop-ExtraWide%20%7C%20Card%207:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=dailymail-us&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-feed-3X1:desktop-Desktop-ExtraWide%20%7C%20Card%207:
http://drmartypets.com/cmd.php?ad=874199&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://drmartypets.com/cmd.php?ad=874199&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10610&trvx=14fd40ad&cid=1&utm_term=dailymail-us&taboolaclickid=CjAzODA5ZmQxYi1iODc4LTRjYzEtYjhjMy1mYTMxNWE0MGY1OGItdHVjdDNkNjI4NzUSFW1vYm54LXRvdGFscmVzdG9yZS1zYw
https://clknext.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10610&trvx=14fd40ad&cid=1&utm_term=dailymail-us&taboolaclickid=CjAzODA5ZmQxYi1iODc4LTRjYzEtYjhjMy1mYTMxNWE0MGY1OGItdHVjdDNkNjI4NzUSFW1vYm54LXRvdGFscmVzdG9yZS1zYw
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N183604.2069703TABOOLA/B22112508.248614626;dc_trk_aid=444870460;dc_trk_cid=67362106;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N183604.2069703TABOOLA/B22112508.248614626;dc_trk_aid=444870460;dc_trk_cid=67362106;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6317783/Incarceration-vs-education-America-spends-prison-does-public-schools.html?fbclid=IwAR0UhWxcqXNYq12AOxXKaI27-uMiTuwfFbRuiSfyCMyKk3QsE7FJtt5L4bc#newcomment
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6317783/Incarceration-vs-education-America-spends-prison-does-public-schools.html?fbclid=IwAR0UhWxcqXNYq12AOxXKaI27-uMiTuwfFbRuiSfyCMyKk3QsE7FJtt5L4bc#
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6317783/Incarceration-vs-education-America-spends-prison-does-public-schools.html?fbclid=IwAR0UhWxcqXNYq12AOxXKaI27-uMiTuwfFbRuiSfyCMyKk3QsE7FJtt5L4bc#
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6317783/Incarceration-vs-education-America-spends-prison-does-public-schools.html?fbclid=IwAR0UhWxcqXNYq12AOxXKaI27-uMiTuwfFbRuiSfyCMyKk3QsE7FJtt5L4bc#
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6317783/Incarceration-vs-education-America-spends-prison-does-public-schools.html?fbclid=IwAR0UhWxcqXNYq12AOxXKaI27-uMiTuwfFbRuiSfyCMyKk3QsE7FJtt5L4bc#
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7135831/Man-25-charged-murder-raped-8-month-old-daughter-led-cops-body.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7135831/Man-25-charged-murder-raped-8-month-old-daughter-led-cops-body.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7135893/Pregnant-Lara-Trump-enjoys-relaxing-walk-Central-Park-cleans-two-dogs.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ico=taboola_feed


  Sponsored Links 

News

News

Staying active! Lara Trump enjoys a relaxing walk in Central Park and even cleans up behind her two
dogs despite being seven months pregnant
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Surveillance footage shows Cuba Gooding Jr. did NOT grope woman in a New York nightclub, his
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